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Fourteenth Meeting of the Latin Club 

The fourteenth regular meeting of The New 
York Latin Club is called for Saturday, Feb- 
ruary 21, at 12 M, in the Hotel St Denis, cor- 
ner of Broadway and Eleventh Street, New 
York. Professor H C Elmer, of Cornell 
Universit}', will address the club. All per- 
sons who are interested, whether teachers 
of Latin or not, are cordially invited to be 
present. The plan is to serve luncheon at 12 
M, promptly, so that there shall be no delay. 
The address will follow the luncheon, and ad- 
journment will occur about 2 P M, thus leaving 
the afternoon still unbroken, for those zvho at- 
tend. Please send a postal card at once to the 
Sec'y, Mr A L Hodges, 309 W 101 st, N Y, 
if you intend to be present, so that we may 
inform Mr Taylor, the proprietor of the hotel, 
how many to expect. Please attend to this at 
once. 

The price of the luncheon will be 75 cents 
to members, $1.00 to others. 

Information as to the conditions of member- 
ship in The Latin Club can be had at this meet- 
ing, or by referring to Nos 3 and 10 of The 
Latin Leaflet, or by addressing the Secre- 
tary 

H H BICE, President 
A L HODGES, Secretary 

How To Reform the Teaching 
of the Classics 

This is the title of an interesting article by 
M Chas Pagot, published in La Revue on Oct 
15, '04. Beginning, with the statement that 
the study of the classics is hanging in the bal- 
ance because it is " long, absorbing, dry, and 
the result is to give one a dislike for the sub- 
ject ", he claims that by the new method 
" after nineteen lessons of an hour each, my 
pupils have repeated some declensions, some 
conjugations, some rules of syntax, compared 
Seneca and Corneille, Phaedrus and La Fon- 
taine, underlined certain qualities character- 
istic of the Roman people, and played three 
scenes of the Aulularia of Plautus".(!) He 
submits proofs of his claim and commenda- 
tory letters from well known professors, one 
of whom we note in passing says " The meth- 



od is little ; almost all depends on the pro- 
fessor ". 

Taking up the " rational method of stud- 
ying Greek and Latin " he states that the ma- 
jority of pupils " frown " over many words 
after having studied six years for five hour 
a week BUT that any sojourn however brief 
in Italv or Greece leaves an indelible im- 
pression on one's imagination. II Pagot then 
inquires whether there is any method which 
will enable a scholor after three years, or even 
six, to enjoy reading, in the text, the classics. 
His affirmative answer depends upon " the 
method and above all the personality of the 
professor ". 

The method consists, a, In the power to 
read a page of Greek or Latin without con- 
stant recourse to a dictionary, b, In disco- 
vering the Life of the Ancients in their works. 

The first is to be accomplished" by giving 
out the words required in any translation or 
exercise, whether oral or written, as a dicta- 
tion lesson and requiring them to be learned. 
The study then consists in applying " their 
judgement and grammatical knowledge " to 
the task at hand. The scholars will then ac- 
quire the habit of regarding a lesson " as a 
subject for reading( ?) not for deciphering ". 
This end might be obtained instead by requir- 
ing them to learn all new words in a lesson 
which had been prepared with a dictionary. 
The result of either plan being that very short- 
ly pupils should have no need of using the 
dictionary except for technical words or those 
peculiar to the author. (Are the memories of 
French pupils better than those of Amer- 
icans?) 

The reading of the text being thus made 
continuous the grammar will have no terrors, 
for instead of a dry dissection of rules and 
constructions the class will discover in the 
pages read numerous and always varied ex- 
amples of said rules which will then appear 
" living in the heart of the phrases of which 
they are the laws ". ( ! ?) Forms will no longer 
be a source of weariment for teacher and 
pupils since history will explain them as " the 
reflection of the human soul ". 

The result of this will be that which should 
be the object of all secondary education, men 



